
Dear saints of Bethel Lutheran Church, 
  
    In accordance with community guidelines, BETHEL LUTHERAN WILL BE CLOSING INDEFINITELY. 
NO MORE SUNDAY SERVICES. NO MORE LENTEN STUFF. NO MORE MEETINGS. 
  
    I am doing this for three primary reasons: To obey the governing authorities (I'm considering the CDC an 
authority in this situation), to safeguard our neighbor, and to preserve our reputation in this community. That 
last might seem petty, and it is not the deciding factor for my decision, but it is important to remember that 
we do not want to get a reputation as the church who doesn't care about disease control. Perceptions 
sometimes become reality in these kinds of situations. 
  
    GOD'S WORD IS STILL IMPORTANT: I will be providing you my sermons via the church website, and 
physical delivery should that be necessary. I will be working with the church to make sure everyone gets 
something to read in some fashion or another. Consult your Small Catechism for review, and if you have a 
hymnal, you may pray some of the prayers in there. Like I said earlier, Portals of Prayer is also a helpful 
tool in these kinds of situations.  
  
    If you want to actually view a worship service, there are a number of them on Youtube from a variety of 
different churches. Some of my friends' churches are doing streaming (broadcasting their services via 
Internet), and I'm looking into ways to provide you with links for them. I'm still trying to figure out exactly 
how to access those services, so you might have to wait until next week for me to have some hard data on 
how that is going to work. Frankly, most of my friends are still trying to figure this out themselves, so we're 
all kind of fumbling around here. 
  
    LONG-TERM: We do not know how long this situation will last. God may be merciful and make a swift 
resolution to this situation, but not knowing His will, it is best to start thinking ahead should we be isolated 
for a while. We may decide to start recording me preaching, but I didn't really see the need. My words are 
hardly a deciding factor in this situation, and my voice even less so. You have the Scriptures and devotional 
books to help you, and I will continue to make and send sermons. 
  
    WHAT ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER: We will have to go without for the time being. God promises us 
that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. You have that 
Word in your homes. Make use of it, and trust that God understands our motives for this situation and will 
strengthen your faith through His Scriptures. If you are frustrated by this, believe me you are not alone. 
  
    BUT I'M LONELY: I realize that church provided a great many of you with like-minded people, friends, 
and even family to interact with. So I encourage you to call one another and talk. You're probably already 
doing that, so this likely sounds silly to you, but I thought I'd say it anyway. We are here to be a comfort and 
support to each other and we can still do that a distance thanks to technology. 
  
    STATUS OF THE SAINTS: As of the time of this writing, God has been gracious and has spared the 
members of our church from the touch of this illness. We know of a few who have been exposed and have 
self-quarantined but no illnesses as of yet. I have been calling around, and everyone is so far well-equipped 
to stay away. There are no outstanding needs to be met at this time. I may begin stockpiling various in-
demand supplies at the church to distribute should this go on for a long time, but that isn't needed right 
now, so I'm just watching. Speaking for me, our family are well and our children are adjusting to having 
Mom teach them instead of their teachers. 
 
Personally, I am a bit ill at ease because I feel like I have nothing useful to do, but know that I'm trying to 
find ways to help. 
  
    I know this is unsettling, odd, and difficult. I know it forces us to re-adjust our routines and our lives. God 
does too. Every cross is a burden, but for you, the children of God, you don't carry the burden alone. 



Continue to pray for our people, for our healthcare workers, and for our government. Ask God to lift the 
scourge of plague from this world. Use this time to clean the house, get re-acquainted with family, and to 
develop a routine of spending time in God's Word in private. 
  
    I encourage you to read Psalm 37. While it speaks of wicked men (of which this generation has more 
than enough, thank you _very_ much) you can easily translate it to the ultimate wicked entity, the devil, who 
has not only sent this disease into our world, but also turned the volume up on the hysteria. After that, read 
Isaiah 40. Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.   
 
    While we cannot be together, we are united in God's spirit and our common faith. Through every earthly 
evil, through every bit of fear, through every germ and even death, Christ delivers us. 
  
    I will be in touch. 
  
    With every respect, 
  
    Pastor Fremer 
 


